Wildlife in Common:
Amphibian Survey

Finding out which amphibians can be
found on your common can help inform
and direct site management and build
vital information as to the distribution of
amphibians across Norfolk.

Common toad

Common frog

Smooth newt

Palmate newt

Amphibians and the law

All amphibians are protected under the Wildlife
& Countryside Act 1981, which states it is illegal
to intentionally harm, kill or sell them.
The great crested newt and natterjack toad afford
greater protection in law, with some surveying
methods requiring a licenced professional to
undertake them. Therefore, these species will
not be part of the Wildlife in Common survey
effort. In the event that one of these species is
accidentally encountered the survey must cease.

When should I start?
Ideally, surveys should be undertaken February
through to the end of June. Amphibians
hibernate from November to February and
should not be disturbed.
If you do happen to come across a great crested newt,
natterjack toad or pool frog:
• Do not attempt to handle them.
• Make a record on your survey form.
• Report to Norfolk Biodiversity Information
Service (NBIS) and Norfolk Wildlife Trust (NWT)
via email at nbis@norfolk.gov.uk and wild@
norfolkwildlifetrust.org.uk.
• Surveying must cease.

Telling the difference between toad and frog
spawn is simple, you just need to look at the
shape. Frogspawn is laid in big clumps of jelly,
whilst toads lay long strings of eggs.

Know your tadpoles
You can distinguish between toad and
frog tadpoles a few weeks after they hatch.
Toad tadpoles remain jet black, whereas frog
tadpoles are mottled grey with gold speckles.

Great crested newt
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For pond dips:
• Fine net
• Clean tub
(for pond water)
• Hand sanitiser

Tools
• ID guide
• Map
• Survey Form

Please wash hands after pond dips due to risks of diseases such as
Weil’s disease. Do not pond dip if you have a cut that is likely to
get wet.

Survey methodology
Types of survey
Daylight search – visit the common during the day
to walk a set route. Look out (and listen!) for breeding
adults and eggs/tadpoles.

Amphibian Hot Spots!

You’re likely to encounter
amphibians if your common has:
•
•
•
•

Ponds
Boggy/wet/marshy areas
Ditches/dykes
Long rough grass

•
•
•

Log piles
Leaf litter
Habitat piles

Pond dipping/netting – Use a fine mesh net to catch
adults and young in ponds. Identification should be swift
and the newts, frogs or toads returned to the pond where
they were found. Tadpoles and eggs should be identified
while submerged in pond water. All plant material should
be removed from nets and boots between ponds to avoid
spread of disease and invasive plant material. Do not
pond dip if you know great crested newts are present.

It is ideal to combine the daylight search and
pond dipping surveys. Record clearly on your
map the pond location.
Step 1 – Use the map of your common to mark out
your walking route (aka transect) with any ponds
clearly marked and numbered (e.g. P1, P2) and the route
sectioned out by habitat type e.g. woodland, grassland,
wet areas. Your route should take in as many different
amphibian-friendly habitats as possible.

1 Woodland
4 Scrub
P1

3

2 Grassland
P2

Hedge

Take in as many different habitats as you can

Pond dipping
Step 2 – Walk your route at a steady pace and record any
amphibians you might find – you can gently turn over
fallen logs & such along your route where they may be
hiding in the day.
Step 3 – Dip your ponds by carefully placing in your
net & swooping the pond. Try not to disturb the bottom
sediment by trawling the net across the bottom.
Record any offspring or adults you find.
For more information, & tips on how to identify
amphibians, please visit:
The Amphibian and Reptile Conservation Trust
www.arc-trust.org
Guide to the Reptiles and Amphibians of Britain and
Ireland (2003) Peter Roberts & Denys Ovenden, Field
Studies Council ISBN: 1-85153-865-8
Britain’s Reptiles and Amphibians – A field guide,
covering Britain, Ireland and Channel Islands (2009)
Howard Inns, WILDGuides ISBN: 978-1903657256
For information on diseases impacting on
amphibians: https://www.arc-trust.org/Pages/
Category/disease
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How to survey amphibians
on your common:

