
Barbastelle bat facts 

 They have white hairs that grow on their lips and this is what gives it 

its scientific name Barbastella which translates to star beard.  

 One colony can live in up 30 old trees.  

 At three weeks old can fly and at six they forage themselves.  

 They weigh 6 to 13.5 grams.  

 They can only open their mouths a small amount so eat small insects such as small 

moths and flies, but also sometimes spiders. 

 They like to live in woodland with broadleaf species, and will live in hollow trees, 

tunnels and underground.  

 Bats knees bend the opposite way to humans. This is so that they can cling on to 

surfaces without banging their knees. 

 Bats hang upside down when resting; the weight of their bodies pulls their tendons, 

attaching their toes to the surface they are hanging from. This stops them from falling 

off whilst asleep. 
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