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Wildlife in Common Survey 

 
Site Name: Pit Common (also known as Drove Hill Common) 
Parish: Southrepps 
Grid reference: TG 262353   Area: 0.36 hectares 
District: North Norfolk    Survey date: 17 September 2018 
 
Registered Common Number – CL 390 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Pond on Pit Common 
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Annotated habitat map (showing target note numbers): 
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Habitat map 
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Habitat description: 
 
Situated in Lower Street Southrepps, Pit Common (registered as Drove Hill Common) is a 
small area of pond, grassland, scrub and planted trees, which rises up away from the road.  
 

Number 
(see map) 
 

Target Note 

1 G1 (pond), F2.1 (Marginal vegetation) & A2 (Willow scrub) 
 
Pond. At the time of the survey the pond was dry.  Invaded with New 
Zealand pygmy weed (Crassula helmsii) to the south and greater reed mace 
(Typha latifolia) to the North with a stand of common reed (Phragmites 
australis) to the East there was little open water. Small patches of reed 
canary grass (Phalaris arundinacea) to the east and west banks.  Coppiced 
willow (Salix sp.) to the Northern end. Previous management of the pond 
has resulted in the presence of water lilies (Nyphaea alba). Also present are 
water plantain (Alisma plantago-aquatica), celery-leaved buttercup 
(Ranunculus scleratus), soft rush (Juncus effusus), hard rush (Juncus 
inflexus), and galingale (Cyperus longus). 
 
In 2009 the pond was completely dredged and a large area of open water 
formed. This has slowly silted up again and become overrun with the bulrush 
(Typha latifolia) and the Crassula that appeared this year (2018). 
 

2 J1.2 (Amenity grassland) 
 
An area of amenity grass cut every two weeks by volunteers from the 
Southrepps Commons Trust. Contains the usual grass species with the 
addition of sweet violet (Viola odorata), clover (Trifolium sp.) and primrose 
(Primula vulgaris). 
 

3 J2.2 (Defunct hedge)  
 
The hedge is situated at the top of a sandy bank, gaining in height as it 
moves to the east of the site. It consist of blackthorn (Prunus spinosa), 
sycamore (Acer pseudoplatanus) and holly (Ilex aquifolium). There is 
evidence of much older stumps  as well as shoring up from the adjacent 
garden. 
 

4 A sandy bank to the North of the footpath rises to 10-15 feet with a scrub of 
nettle (Urtica dioica), bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.) and elm (Ulmus sp.). 
 

5 A2 (Scrub) 
 
At the east end of the site hidden by dense scrub of nettles, bramble, 
bracken (Pteridium aquilinum) and blackthorn is a step wall of sand 
excavation.   
 

6. A1.1 (Planted trees and shrubs)  
 
Small group of cherry (Prunus avium), rowan (Sorbus aucuparia), dogwood 
(Cornus sanguinea), spindle (Euonymous europaeus), coppiced hazel 
(Corylus avellana) and young oak trees (Quercus robur).  Here are also 
areas of dumped greater reed mace from management of the pond. 
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Number 
(see map) 
 

Target Note 

7. Public footpath running along the North boundary on Common land. It 
passes around the edge of the excavation site and next to the banked 
hedge. It is shown on the 1878 OS map and is possibly present on the tithe 
map.  

 
Other notable species: 
Include non-plant species eg turtle dove/barn owl/dingy skipper 
 
Common frog was recorded on site. For species list please see below. 
 
Adjacent habitats/potential buffer zones & linkage to other sites: 
Is the site next to another CWS/SSSI? Is there similar habitat adjacent or is the site 
surrounded by agricultural land? 
 
This is one of five commons in Southrepps. Southrepps Common, SSSI, lies to the south of 
Pit Common, and School Common (CWS) to the south-west. 
.  
Pit Common is surrounded by agricultural land and scattered housing. 
 
Is the site in positive conservation management?  Partly 
Please give details of management if possible eg is it grazed/cut for hay/coppiced/no 
management? Is the site in a stewardship scheme/got a management plan etc 
 
The site is treated as amenity grassland, i.e. mown short regularly with cuttings left on. The 
pond has been managed in the past by a local volunteer group. The scrub has been 
managed through non-intervention. 
 
Brief management proposals: 
Eg should the site be grazed/cut & raked off/coppiced/thinned etc 
 
The management of the pond would benefit from a structured management plan. 
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PLANT LIST 
Site name & reference number: Pit Common, Southrepps 
Date of survey: Various dates from May to October 2018 
Surveyor: Margaret Downland and Lynn Crooks 
 

Common name Species name / Scientific name Comments 

Amphibious Bistort Persicaria amphibia  

Annual Meadow-grass Poa annua  

Apple  Mallus domestica  

Ash Fraxinus excelsior  

Bittersweet  Solanum dulcamara  

Black Bryony Tamus communis  

Black Medick Medico lupulina  

Blackthorn  Prunus spinosa  

Bluebell sp.    

Bog Pimpernel Anagallis tenella  

Bracken Pteridium  

Bramble Rubus fructicosus agg  

Broad Buckler Fern Dryopteris dilatata  

Broad-leaved Dock Rumex obtusifolius  

Buddleia Buddleja davidii  

Bullace Prunus domestica nigra  

Canadian Golden Rod Solidago virgaurea   

Celery-leaved Buttercup Ranunculus sceleratus  

Cleavers Stellaria media  

Clustered Dock Galium aparine  

Cock's-foot Rumex conglomeratus  

Common Chickweed Dactylis  

Common Nettle Urtica dioica  

Common Michelmas Daisy Aster x salignus  

Common Mouse-ear Cerastium fontanum  

Common Polypody Fern, Polypodium vulgare  

Common reed Phragmites Australis  

Common Sorrel  Rumex acetosa  

Common Vetch Vicia sativa  

Cow Parsley Anthriscus sylvetris  

Creeping Buttercup Ranunculus repens  

Creeping Thistle Cirsium arvense  

Daisy Bellis perenis  

Dandelion Taraxacum agg  

DogRose Rosa canina  

Elder Sambucus nigra  

False Oat Grass Arrhenatherum elatius  

Fennel Foeniculum vulgare  

Feverfew Tanacetum parthenium  

Field Forget-me-not Myosotis arvensis  

Flowering Rush Butomus umbellatus  

Fox-and-Cubs Pilosella aurantiaca  

Foxglove Digitalis purperea  

Galingale  Cyperus longus  

Garlic Mustard Alliaria petiolata  

Great Willowherb Epilobium hirsutum  

Greater Periwinkle  Vinca major  
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Common name Species name / Scientific name Comments 

Greater Plantain Plantago major  

Greater Reed Mace  Typha latifolia  

Green Alkanet Pentaglottis sempervirens  

Groundsel Senecio vulgaris  

Ground Elder Aegopodium podagraria  

Ground Ivy Glechoma hederaea  

Guelder Rose Viburnum opulus  

Gypsywort Lycopus europaeus  

Hairy Bittercress Cadamine hirsuta  

Hard Rush Juncus inflexus  

Hawthorn Crataegus monogyna  

Hazel Corylus avellana  

Hedge Bindweed Calystegia sepium  

Hedge Woundwort Stachys sylvatica  

Herb Robert Geranium robertianum  

Hoary Willowherb Epilobium parviflorum  

Hogweed Heracleum spondylium  

Holly Ilex aquilfolium  

Horse Radish Armoracia rusticana  

Ivy Hedera helix  

Knotgrass Polygonum aviculare  

Lords and Ladies Arum maculatum  

Marsh Marigold Caltha palustris  

Meadow Buttercup Ranunculus acris   

Mugwort Artemisia vulgaris  

New Zealand Pygmyweed Crassula Helmsii  

Nipplewort Lapsana communis  

Oxford Ragwort Senecio squalidus  

Peach-leaved Bellflower  Campanula persicifolia  

Pendulous  sedge Carex pendula  

Petty Spurge Euphorbia peplus Also variegated form 

Pineappleweed Matricaria discoidea  

Prickly Sowthistle Sonchus asper  

Primrose Primula vulgaris  

Red Campion Silene dioica  

Red Dead-nettle Lamium purpureum  

Reed Canary Grass Phalaris arundinacea  

Ribwort Plantain Plantago lanceolata  

Rough Chervil Chaerophyllum temulum  

Rowan Sorbus aucuparia  

Russian Comfrey Symphytum x uplandicum  

Shining Cranesbill Geranium lucidium  

Short-fruited Willowherb Epilobium obscurum  

Silverweed Potentilla anserina  

Small-flowered Cranesbill Geranium pusillum   

Small-leafed Elm Ulmus minor agg  

Smooth Sowthistle Sonchus oleraceus  

Soft Rush Juncus effusus  

Spear Thistle Cirsium vulgare  

Spear-leaved Orache Atriplex prostrata  

Spindle Euonymus europaeus  

Sunflower Helianthus  



WILDLIFE IN COMMON SURVEY 

8 
 

Common name Species name / Scientific name Comments 

Sweet Violet Viola ordorata  

Sycamore Acer pseudoplatanus  

Tansy Tanacetum vulgare  

Water Lily Nymphaea alba  

Water Mint Mentha aquatica  

Water Plantain Alisma plantago-aquatica  

White Campion Silene vulgaris  

White Clover Trifolium repens  

White Dead-nettle Lamium album  

Wild Cherry Prunus cerasifera  

Willow sp.    

Wood Avens Geum urbanum  

Wood Dock Rumex sanguineus  

Wood Forget-me-not Myosotis slyvatica  

Wood Small-reed Calamagrostis epigejos  

Yarrow Alchillea millefolium  

Yellow Flag  Iris Iris pseudacorus  

Yorkshire Fog Holcus lanatus  

 
Fauna List 
 

Date Seen Species Name Scientific Name 

18.6.18 Frog Rana temporaria 

18.6.18 Buff tailed Bumblebee Bombus terrestris 

18.6.18 Large white butterfly Pieris brassicae 

18.6.18 Wasp beetle  Clytus arietis 

18.6.18 Greenbottle fly Calliphoridae sp. 

18.6.18 Moorhen  Gallinula chloropus 

18.6.18 Broad bodied chaser  Libellula depressa 

18.6.18 Thick-thighed flower beetle Oedemera nobilis 

16.07.18 Less silver water beetle Hydrochara caraboides 

16.07.18 Short-winged conehead  Conocephalus dorsalis 

16.07.18 Common Frog-hopper Philaenus spumarius 

16.07.18 Green veined white Pieris napi 

16.07.18 Small white butterfly Pieris rapae 

16.07.18 Emperor dragonfly Anax imperator 

16.07.18 Common Wasp Vespula vulgaris 

16.07.18 Common red soldier beetle  Rhagonycha fulva 

16.07.18 Red Admiral Vanessa atalanta 

16.07.18 Common green capsid Lygocoris pabulinus 

16.07.18 Honey bee Apis mellifera 

16.07.18 Scarce chaser dragonfly Libellula fulva 

16.07.18 Ruddy darter dragonfly Sympetrum sanguineum 

16.07.18 Gate keeper butterfly Pyronia tithonus 

16.07.18  Orthops campostris 

16.07.18 Willow leaf beetle  Lochmaea caprae 

16.07.18 Red-tailed bumble bee Bombus lapidarius 
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Date Seen Species Name Scientific Name 

16.07.18 Shrill carder bee Bombus sylvarum 

17.09.18 7 spot ladybird Coccinella septempunctata 

17.09.18 Two spot ladybird Adalia bipunctata 

17.09.18 Yellow dung fly Scathophaga stercoraria 

17.09.18 Mole Talpa europaea 

17.09.18 Ivy bee Colletes hederae 

22.10.18 Garden snail Cornu aspersum 

31.3.19 Toad spawn Bufo bufo 

31.3.19 Ramshorn snail Planorbidae sp. 

31.3.19 Comma Polygonia c-album 

31.3.19 Harlequin ladybird Harmonia axyridis 

31.3.19 Common carder Bombus pascuorum 

15.5.19 14-spot ladybird Propylea quatuordecimpunctata 

24.5.19 Figwort sawfly Tenthredo scrophulariae 

24.5.19 Early bumblebee Bombus pratorum 

24.5.19 Orange tip Anthocharis cardamines 

15.7.19 Meadow brown Maniola jurtina 

15.7.19 Small skipper Thymelicus sylvestris 

15.7.19 Ringlet Aphantopus hyperantus 

31.7.19 Long-winged conehead Conocephalus discolour 

31.7.19 Dingy Footman Moth Eilema griseola 

31.7.19 Thistle gall Urophora cardui 

31.7.19 Marsh Snipefly Rhagio tringarius 

31.7.19 Lacewing Chrysoperla carnea 

31.7.19 The long hoverfly Sphaerophoria scripta 

31.7.19 Common grass-veneer Agriphila tristella 

31.7.19 Dock Bug   Coreus marginatus 

31.7.19 Leaf hopper Cicadella viridis 

31.7.19 Spider Pisaura mirabilis 

31.7.19 Lesser Marsh Grasshopper Chorthippus albomarginatus 

31.7.19 Red legged shield bug Pentatoma rufipes 

31.7.19 Straw Dot Rivula sericealis 

31.7.19 Hairy footed bee Anthophora plumipes 

31.7.19 Spotted cranefly Nephrotoma flavipalpis nefly 

31.7.19 Diamond backed moth Plutella xylostella 

31.7.19 Hoverfly Syrphus ribesii 

31.7.19 Field Grasshopper Chorthippus brunneus 

31.7.19 Hairy shield bug (Sloe) Dolycoris baccarum 

31.7.19 Speckled bush-cricket Leptophyes punctatissima 

31.7.19 Lesser Yellow Underwing moth Noctua comes 

31.7.19 Drone-fly Eristalis tenax 

31.7.19 Mother of Pearl Moth Patania ruralis 

31.7.19 Azure Damselfly Coenagrion puella 

31.7.19 Beetle Anthocomus rufus 
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Date Seen Species Name Scientific Name 

31.7.19 Hoverfly Chrysogaster solstitialis 

31.7.19 Hoverfly Eupeodes corolla 

15.8.19 Cinnamon bug Corizus hyoscyami 

15.8.19 Plant bug Rhopalus subrufus 

15.8.19 common nettle bug Liocorus tripustulatus 

15.8.19 The red spotted plant bug Deraeocoris ruber 

15.8.19 Green Shieldbug Palomena prasina 

15.8.19 Parent Bug Elasmucha grisea 

15.8.19 Woundwort Shieldbug Eysarcoris venustissimus 

15.8.19 Kite-tailed Robberfly Machimas atricapillus 

15.8.19 Ensign Fly Sepsis cynipsea 

15.8.19 Scorpion Fly Panorpa communis 

15.8.19 Hoverfly Sericomyia silentis 

15.8.19 Thick-headed Fly Sicus ferrugineus 

15.8.19 Mint Moth Pyrausta aurata 

15.8.19 Round-winged Drill   Dichromorpha simpliciana 

15.8.19 The Spectacle Abrostola tripartite 

15.8.19 Willow Bean Gall  

15.8.19 Tansey Gall  

15.8.19 Flame shoulder moth Ochropleura plecta 

15.8.19 Silver Y moth Autographa gamma 

15.8.19 Hoverfly  hornet mimic Volcella zonetaria 

15.8.19 Common Frog hopper Philaenus spumarius 

15.8.19 Common Spangle Gall (Oak)  

15.8.19 Silk button Gall (oak)  

15.8.19 
Dryad saddle 
fungus(sycamore)  

 
 
 

 

 
 


