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County Wildlife Site Survey Form 

(Ref. No.8) 
 

 
Site Name: Boyland Common Parish: Fersfield/Shelfanger 
Grid reference: TM088847   Area: 3.9ha 
District: South Norfolk    Survey date: June – Aug. 2018 
 
Commons Register Number:  CL 289 
 
Annotated habitat map  
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Habitat description: 
 
This County Wildlife Site is a registered common (CL 289). It is an open level site with the 
majority of the trees and shrubs confined to the boundaries with a few, ornamental tree 
plantings within the central grassland itself. It comprises unimproved grassland, mainly 
neutral with some underlying chalk/alkaline soil in places.  
 
The grassland appears to be species rich with a few interesting local species, including 
cowslip (Primula veris), sulphur clover (Trifolium ochroleucum), bee orchid (Ophrys apifera), 
dyers’s greenweed (Genista tinctoria), pepper saxifrage (Silaum silaus), chalk knapweed 
(Centaura debeauxii), quaking grass (Briza media) and adder’s tongue fern (Ophioglossum 
vulgatum). 
 
Mature native hedging surrounds the majority of the site mainly comprising blackthorn 
(Prunus spinosa) and hawthorn (Crataegus monogyna) but also including pedunculate oak 
(Quercus robur), goat willow (Salix caprea), dog wood (Cornus sanguinea), elder (Sambucus 
nigra) and hornbeam (Carpinus betulus) with occasional ash (Fraxinus excelsior). The hedge 
to the west of the site has begun to encroach on the grassland and the area appears more 
rank than the rest of the site. The hedge to the south-east of the site has reverted to 
impenetrable scrub mainly comprising blackthorn with bramble (Rubus fruticosus agg.). The 
boundary to the east of the site is open to the adjacent arable field.  
 
Other notable species: 
 
During site visits from June to September 2018 the following animals of note were recorded: 
 

 Barn owl 

 Turtle dove 

 Yellowhammer  

 Common pipistrelle bat  

 Noctule bat  

 Brown argus  

 Small copper 

 White admiral 
 
Adjacent habitats/potential buffer zones & linkage to other sites: 
 
The site is surrounded by agricultural land. 
 
Is the site in positive conservation management?  
 
Yes – management is overseen by Friends of Boyland Common, with an annual cut taking 
place on the meadows to the north and south. 
 
Brief management proposals: 
 
Meeting organised in early December 2018 to create a management statement for the site. 
 
Has a site condition assessment form been completed for this site? Yes 
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Habitat map 
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Plant list 
 
County Wildlife Site name & reference number: Boyland Common,  
CWS 8 
Date of survey: 29/05/2018;16/06/2018; 17/06/2018; 29/06/2018; 05/07/2018; 08/07/2018, 
11/08/2018, 20/02/19, 24/03/19, 19/05/19 and 05/08/19 
Surveyors: Nicholas Lingwood, Ian Tart, Vicky Rusby, Lusie Ambler, Becky Whately 
 

Scientific Name  Common Name Comment Date Seen 

Acer campestre Field Maple     

Acer pseudoplatanus Sycamore sp 
Ornamental 
planted   

Achillea millefolium Yarrow     

Aesculus hippocastanum Horse Chestnut Planted   

Agrimonia eupatoria Agrimony     

Alopecurus pratensis Meadow Foxtail     

Anacamptis morio Green-winged Orchid Species of Interest  42 spikes 19/05/19 

Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet Vernal Grass     

Anthriscus sylvestris Cow parsley     

Apium nodiflorum Fool's Watercress     

Arrhenatherum elatius False Oat-grass     

Arum maculatum Lords-and-ladies     

Avenula pubescens Downy Oat-grass     

Ballota nigra Black Horehound     

Betula pendula Silver Birch Planted Memorial Trees   

Briza media Quaking Grass     

Bromus hordeaceus Soft Brome     

Calystegia sepium Hedge Bindweed     

Capsella bursa-pastoris Shepherd's Purse     

Cardamine pratensis 
Lady's Smock/Cuckoo 
Flower     

Carex flacca Glaucous Sedge     

Carex hirta Hairy Sedge     

Carex otrubae False Fox-sedge     

Carex ovalis Oval sedge     

Carex pendula Pendulous Sedge     

Carpinus betulus Hornbeam     

Centaura debeauxii Chalk Knapweed     

Centaura nigra Common Knapweed     

Cerastium fontanum Common Mouse-ear     

Circium vulgare Spear Thistle     

Cirsium arvense Creeping Thistle     

Convolvulus arvensis Field Bindweed     
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Scientific Name  Common Name Comment Date Seen 

Corlylus avellana Hazel     

Cornus sanguinea Dogwood     

Crateagus monogyna Hawthorn     

Crepis vesicaria Beaked Hawksbeard     

Crocus sp Crocus sp Planted   

Cupressus × leylandii Leyland Cyprus     

Dactylis glomerata Cocks Foot     

Daucus carota Wild Carrot     

Deschampsia cespitosa Tufted Hair-grass In area not mowed   

Dipsacus fullonum Wild Teasel     

Epilobium hirsutum Great Willowherb     

Equisetum sp Horsetail sp     

Euphorbia helioscopia Sun Spurge     

Fagus sylvatica Beech     

Festuca sp Fescue sp     

Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet     

Fraxinus excelsior Ash     

Galium aparine Cleavers     

Galium verum Lady's Bedstraw     

Genista tinctoria Dyer's Greenweed     

Geranium dissectum Cut-leaved Cranesbill     

Geranium robertianum Herb Robert     

Glechoma hederacea Ground Ivy     

Hedera helix Ivy     

Heracleum sphondyllium Hogweed     

Holcus lanatus Yorkshire Fog     

Juncus effusius Soft Rush     

Junsus inflexus Hard Rush     

Lamium album White Dead-nettle     

Lathyrus pratensis Meadow Vetchling     

Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye Daisy     

Linaria vulgaris Common Toadflax     

Lolium perenne Perennial Ryegrass     

Lotus corniculatus Common Birdsfoot Trefoil     

Lotus pedunculatus Greater Birdsfoot Trefoil     

Luzula campestris Field Woodrush     

Malus sp Apple sp     

Matricaria chamomilla Scented Mayweed     

Matricaria discoidea Pineappleweed     

Mecurialis perennis Dog's Mercury     

Medicago arabica Spotted Medic     

Medicago lupulina Black Medick     

Narcissus hybrid Daffodil hybrid Planted   
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Scientific Name  Common Name Comment Date Seen 

Ophioglossum vulgatum Adder's-tongue Fern     

Ophrys apifera Bee Orchid Species of Interest  2 spikes 17/06/18 

Papaver rhoeas Common Poppy     

Phleum bertolonii Smaller Cat's-tail     

Phleum pratense Timothy     

Plantago lanceolata Ribwort plantain     

Plantago media Hoary Plantain     

Poa annua Annual Meadow-grass     

Poa trivialis Rough Meadow grass     

Potentilla anserina Silverweed     

Potentilla erecta Tormentil     

Potentilla reptans Creeping Cinquefoil     

Primula veris Cowslip  19/05/19 

Primula vulgaris Primrose     

Prunus spinosa Blackthorn     

Pulicaria dysenterica Common Fleabane     

Pyrus sp Pear sp     

Quercus rober Pedunculate Oak 
Including Planted Memorial 
Trees   

Ranunculus acris Meadow Buttercup     

Ranunculus bulbosus Bulbous Buttercup     

Ranunculus repens Creeping Buttercup     

Rosa canina Dog Rose     

Rubus caesius Dewberry     

Rubus fruticosus agg Bramble sp     

Rumex acetosa Common Sorrel     

Rumex acetosella Sheep's Sorrel     

Rumex crispus Curled Dock     

Rumex obtusifolius Broad-leaved Dock     

Salix caprea Goat Willow     

Sambucus nigra Elder     

Schedonorus arundinaceus Tall Fescue     

Senecio erucifolius Hoary Ragwort     

Silaum silaus Pepper saxifrage     

Sinapis arvensis Charlock     

Sisymbrium officinale Hedge Mustard     

Solanum dulcamara 
Bittersweet/Woody 
Nightshade     

Sonchus asper Prickly Sowthistle     

Stachys palustris Marsh Woundwort     

Stachys sylvatica Hedge Woundwort     

Stellaria graminea Lesser Stitchwort     

Stellaria holostea Greater Stitchwort     
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Scientific Name  Common Name Comment Date Seen 

Succisa pratensis Devil's-bit Scabious     

Taraxacum agg Dandelion sp     

Torilis japonica Upright Hedge Parsley     

Tragopogon pratensis Goatsbeard     

Trifolium dubium Lesser Trefoil     

Trifolium ochroleucon Sulphur Clover Nationally scarce   

Trifolium pratense Red Clover     

Trifolium repens White Clover     

Trifolium suffocatum Suffocated Clover Uncertain Nationally scarce   

Trisetum falvescens Yellow Oat-grass     

Urtica dioica Stinging nettle     

Urtica urens Small Nettle     

Veronica arvensis Wall Speedwell     

Veronica chamaedrys Germander Speedwell     

Veronica persica Common Field Speedwell     

Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved Speedwell     

Viburnum opulus Guelder Rose     

Vicia cracca Tufted Vetch     

Vicia sativa segetalis Common Vetch     

Vicia tetrasperma Smooth Tare     
 
 
Fauna list 
 

BIRDS  
 

Scientific Name  Common Name Comment Date Seen 

Aegithalos caudatus Long-tailed Tit 
Breeding (used nest 
found) 04/11/18 

Alauda arvensis Skylark Singing 29/05/18, 24/03/19 

Alectoris rufa Red-legged Partridge   
29/05/18, 11/08/18, 
20/02/19 

Apus apus Swift   29/05/18 

Buteo buteo Buzzard Overhead 29/06/18, 24/03/19 

Carduelis cannabina Linnet Singing 29/05/18 

Carduelis carduelis Goldfinch   29/05/18, 24/03/19 

Columba oenas Stock Dove Singing 29/05/18 

Columba palumbus Woodpigeon Used nest found 29/05/18, 04/11/18 

Corvus crone crone Carrion Crow   29/05/18, 20/02/19 

Corvus frugilegus Rook   20/02/19 

Emberiza citrinella Yellowhammer Species of Interest 29/05/18, 19/05/19 

    Singing, feeding young 29/06/18 

Erithacus rubecula Robin Singing 29/05/18, 24/03/19 

Fringilla coelebs Chaffinch   29/06/18, 24/03/19  
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Scientific Name  Common Name Comment Date Seen 

Hirundo rustica Swallow   29/05/18 

Parus caeruleus Blue Tit   29/05/18 

Parus major Great Tit   24/03/19 

Passer domesticus House Sparrow   29/05/18, 24/03/19 

Phasianus colchicus Pheasant 
Wing feathers, predated 
egg 29/05/18 

    Female 05/07/18 

    Male 11/08/18 

Phylloscopus collybita Chiffchaff Singing 17/06/18 

Prunella modularis Dunnock   24/03/19 

Pyrrhula pyrrhula Bullfinch Species of Interest Pair 24/03/19 

Regulus regulus Goldcrest   24/03/19 

Streptopelia turtur Turtle Dove 
Species of Interest 
Singing 08/07/18 

Sturnus vulgaris Starling   29/05/18 

Sylvia atricapilla Blackcap Singing 17/06/18 

Sylvia communis Whitethroat Singing 29/05/18 

Troglodytes troglodytes Wren Singing 29/05/18, 24/03/19 

Turdus iliacus Redwing   04/11/18 

Turdus merula Blackbird Singing 29/05/18 

Turdus pilaris Fieldfare   04/11/18, 20/02/19 

Tyto alba Barn Owl Species of Interest 05/07/18, pellet 24/03/19 

    Nesting in box   
 

  

MAMMALS  
 

Scientific Name  Common Name Comment Date Seen 

Meles meles Badger 
Wasp nest 
excavation 04/11/18 

Lepus europaeus Brown Hare   29/06/18 

Muntiacus sp Reeves' Muntjac Deer   20/02/19 

Oryctolagus 
cuniculus Rabbit Seen + pellets 11/08/18, 04/11/18 

Pipistrellus 
pipistrellus 

Common Pipistrelle 
Bat  Species of Interest 16/06/18 (at least 2) 

Nyctalus noctula Noctule Bat Species of Interest 
16/06/18 (single, briefly 
overhead) 

Talpa europaea Mole Mole hills   
  

  

BUTTERFLIES  
 

Scientific Name  Common Name Comment Date Seen 

Anthocharis 
cardamines Orange Tip Male 29/05/18 

Ochlodes venata Large Skipper   29/06/18  
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Scientific Name  Common Name Comment Date Seen 

Thymelicus lineola Essex Skipper   08/07/18 

Limenitis camilla White Admiral   08/07/18 

Vanessa cardui Painted Lady   05/08/19 

Pyronia tithonus Gatekeeper   08/07/18, 05/08/19 

Lycaena phlaeas Small Copper   08/07/18, 05/08/19 

Pieris rapae Small White   08/07/18, 11/08/18, 05/08/19 

Gonepteryx rhamni Brimstone   08/07/18, 24/03/19 

Polyommatus icarus Common Blue   11/08/18, 05/08/19 

Aphantopus 
hyperantus Ringlet   17/06/18, 29/06/18 

Maniola jurtina Meadow Brown   
17/06/18, 29/06/18, 11/08/18, 
05/08/19 

Aricia agestis Brown Argus   29/05/18, 11/08/18 

Aglais io Peacock   29/05/18, 24/03/19, 05/08/19 

Pieris napi Green-veined White   29/05/18, 29/06/18 

Aglais urticae Small Tortoiseshell   29/05/18, 29/06/18, 08/07/18 

Pieris brassicae Large White   
29/05/18, 29/06/18, 08/07/18, 
05/08/19 

 

  

MOTHS  
 

Scientific Name  Common Name Comment Date Seen 

Apamea sordens Rustic Shoulder-knot   29/06/18 

Autographa gamma Silver Y   29/05/18, 29/06/18 

Chiasmia clathrata Latticed Heath   08/07/18 

Commophilia 
aeneana     29/05/18 

Dichrorampha 
sequana     29/05/18 

Lygephila pastinum Blackneck   29/06/18 

Phiaris micana     29/05/18 

Rivula sericealis Straw Dot   16/06/18 

Timandra comae Blood-vein   16/06/18 

Tyria jacobaeae Cinnabar Moth   29/06/18 

  Cinnabar Caterpillar On Ragwort 11/08/18 

Zygaena sp 
(Narrow-bordered) Five-spot 
Burnet   17/06/18 

  

  

DRAGONFLIES & DAMSELFLIES 
 

Scientific Name  Common Name Comment Date Seen 

Coenagrion puella Azure Damselfly Female 29/05/18 

Ischnura elegans 
infuscans Blue-tailed Damselfly Female 29/05/18 
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BEES  
 

Scientific Name  Common Name Comment Date Seen 

Apis mellifera Honey Bee   11/08/18, 24/03/19 

Bombus lapidarius Red-tailed Bumble Bee Worker 17/06/18, 05/08/19 

    Male 11/08/18 

Bombus pascuorum Common Carder Bee Worker 17/06/18, 05/08/19 

Bombus terrestris Buff-tailed Bumble Bee  Queen 24/03/19 

Bombus 
terrestris/lucorum 

Buff-tailed/ White-tailed 
Bumble Bee  Worker 29/05/18, 05/08/19 

  

  

ADDITIONAL INSECTS, MITES 
 

Scientific Name  Common Name Comment Date Seen 

Aceria cephalonea Gall Mite On Field Maple 29/05/18 

Bombylius major Bee fly   24/03/19 

Cantharis rustica Soldier Beetle   29/05/18 

Cercopis vulnerata Froghopper   29/05/18 

Dolichovespula 
sylvestris Tree Wasp 

Nest found 
excavated 04/11/18 

Eurygaster 
testudinaria Tortoise Shieldbug   29/06/18 

Leptopterna 
dolabrata Meadow Plant Bug Female 29/06/18 

Lucilia caesar Greenbottle   29/05/18 

Meligethes aeneus Pollen Beetle 
On Meadow 
Buttercup 17/06/18 

Metrioptera roeselii Roesel's Bush-cricket Female 29/06/18 

Oedemera nobilis Thick-thighed Beetle   29/05/18 

Philaenus spumarius Froghopper larvae Cuckoo spit 29/05/18 

Pholidoptera 
griseoaptera 

Dark Bush Cricket 
Nymph   29/05/18 

Rhagonycha fulva 
Common red soldier 
beetle   29/06/18 

Stenobothrus 
lineatus 

Stripe-winged 
Grasshopper   29/06/18 

Tabanidae sp Horse-fly sp   29/05/18 

Tetranychus urticae Red Spider Mite   24/03/19 

Tipula sp Cranefly sp   29/05/18 

Urophora cardu Thistle Gall Fly ? 11/08/18 

  Aphid sp   29/05/18 

  Hoverfly sp   29/05/18 

  Leaf miner On Knapweed 04/11/18 

  Mosquito sp   16/06/18  
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Scientific Name  Common Name Comment Date Seen 

  Robber Fly sp   29/06/18 

  Weevil sp   29/05/18 
 

 

 

SPIDERS 
 

Scientific Name  Common Name Comment Date Seen 

Lycosidae family Wolf spider sp.   24/03/19 

Pisauridae family Nursery Web sp.   24/03/19 

 
  

AMPHIBIANS  
 

Scientific Name  Common Name Comment Date Seen 

Bufo bufo Common Toad 
Species of 
Interest 05/07/18 

Rana temporaria Common Frog 
Species of 
Interest 08/07/18 

 

 
FUNGI 
 

Scientific Name  Common Name Comment Date Seen 

Armillaria mellea Honey Fungus On willow 04/11/18 

Clitocybe sp Funnel sp ? 04/11/18 

Crepidotus variabilis Variable osterling   04/11/18 

Hebeloma sp Poison Pie sp   04/11/18 

Lepista saeva Field Blewit   24/03/19 

Psilocybe sp Magic Mushroom   04/11/18 

Puccinia acetosae Rust On Rumex sp 04/11/18 

Puccinia 
glechomatis Ground Ivy Rust   04/11/18 

Stropharia caerulea Blue Roundhead   04/11/18 

Xanthoria parietina 
Maritime sunburst 
lichen 

On Blackthorn and 
Hawthorn 04/11/18 

Xylaria hypoxylon Candlesnuff   04/11/18 

  Bonnet sp At least 4 sp 04/11/18 
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Photographs by Nicholas Lingwood 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Photographs by Keith Redhead 
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Green Winged Orchid 


