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Pond Survey Form
Survey Form T


	Name

	Address

	Telephone Number


	

	Email Address


	


	Pond Reference Number

	Grid Reference (6 figure)
	Date of Visit


Details about the pond:
Approximate size of pond (m2):
Estimated depth of pond:

In general terms the larger and deeper the pond is the more stable it will be, but smaller, shallower ponds, even those that dry out in the summer, can still be good for wildlife.

What are the sides/base of the pond formed from?
	Pond liner
	
	Concrete
	
	‘Natural’
	

	Unknown
	
	
	
	
	


Approximate age of pond

	New (less than 1 year old)
	
	Established (1-5 years)
	
	Well established (over 5 years)
	

	Not known
	
	
	
	
	


Older ponds may have greater diversity, but newly constructed ponds can have great potential for wildlife and are worth recording and perhaps re-surveying on a regular basis.
Adjacent habitats

	Arable
	
	Grassland
	
	Garden
	

	Woodland
	
	Scrub
	
	Farmyard
	

	Pasture
	
	Road
	
	Housing
	

	Other:


Good wildlife habitats close to ponds will provide wildlife (particularly amphibians) with safe refuges and will provide barriers against pollutants.
Water source

	Inflow from adjacent river or stream
	
	Ground water
	
	Rainwater
	

	Other:


Ponds fed from springs or rainwater are likely to be less polluted than those fed from some rivers or by run-off from surrounding farmland.
Approximate area of shading

	Less than 20%
	
	20-50%
	
	More than 50%
	


In general ponds that are heavily shaded are not as good for wildlife as ponds in open, sunny positions. Shading inhibits plant growth and the development of some larvae. However even ponds in woodland can still hold populations of amphibians.
Extent of plant growth on and below surface
	Very little
	
	Moderate
	
	Luxuriant
	


A good diversity of plant growth both on the surface of the water (for example lilies) and below the water (oxygenating weeds) is an indication of a healthy pond which is likely to be rich in wildlife.

The presence of key indicator species:

	If pond has these species = very poor water quality
	Sludge worms


	

	
	Fly larvae


	


	If pond has these species = poor water quality
	Water fleas


	

	
	Leeches


	

	
	Pond snails


	

	
	Pond skaters


	


	If pond has these species = moderate water quality
	Damselfly larvae


	

	
	Water boatmen


	

	
	Beetle larvae


	

	
	Water beetles


	

	
	Ramshorn snails


	

	
	Frogs


	

	
	Toads


	

	
	Newts


	


	If pond has these species = very high water quality
	Mayfly larvae


	

	
	Caddisfly larvae


	

	
	Freshwater shrimps


	

	
	Flat worms


	


Note – ponds of higher water quality will also contain species associated with lower water quality, but these will be present in lower numbers.
Other information
(Disturbance, presence of litter, obvious signs of pollution, ongoing maintenance)
Send a copy of your records to: 

Norfolk Biodiversity Information Service, Planning and Transportation Department, County Hall, 
Martineau Lane, Norwich, NR1 2SG
nbis@norfolk.gov.uk 
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Norfolk Biodiversity Information Service would like to hold details about you and may contact you to verify records. If you prefer them NOT to use your details in this way, please tick here □. Please note if you tick this box your survey

cannot be used.


