
Early purple orchid 

 There is around 50 flowers on one plant. 

 One of the earliest flowering orchids.  

 Likes to grow in non-acidic soils in hedgerows, banks, ancient 

woodland and open grassland.  

 All orchid flowers have bilateral symmetry, which means if it is 

divided in two down its centre, both halves are identical. This is 

similar to the symmetry found in a human face. 

 There are more than 25,000 species of known orchids. That’s over twice the number 

of bird species. 

 Orchids have the smallest seeds in the world. 
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